
 
Friday 29th January 2021 

Dear parents and carers, 
 
I hope that you and your families are well. It seems hard to believe that we have now been in this most re-
cent lockdown and therefore continuing the children’s education through live online lessons, for over three 
weeks now—this term is really flying by. We continue to be incredibly impressed by the way that the chil-
dren are engaging with their learning online. Everyone at White House would also like to say a huge thank 
you to all of the parents and carers who have been supporting their children’s learning from home so posi-
tively—we really do appreciate the challenges this presents, especially for those who are also trying to work 
from home as well. As we are now over half way through the term, I thought it would be an appropriate 
time to revisit our ‘Live Online Lessons—Guidelines for Families an Children’ as this sets out how we can 
help the experience of online learning be as close as possible to the children’s time in class. This guidance is 
included on the next page of the newsletter. 
 
This week, it has been great to see the children within our critical worker and vulnerable children ‘bubbles’ 
in school really enjoying learning some Makaton signs and symbols using the videos prepared by Mrs      
Cherryman. Don’t forget that the lesson videos are saved in the OneDrive for each year group and will be a 
fun activity to engage with at home as a family. We would like to say a huge thank you to Mrs Cherryman 
for her hard work in planning, preparing and filming these lessons. 
 
Finally, I would like to confirm that, in accordance with the latest guidance provided by the Government, 
White House Academy will be closed for all children over the half term break (Monday 15th February to   
Friday 19th February). The Prime Minister also confirmed that the current arrangements will continue until 
at least March 8th 2021 and that any easing of lockdown would be based on a review of the data at that 
time. 
 
Take care and stay safe, 
Mr Drinkwater 

Contact us 

Phone: 01323  841615 

Email: office@whitehouse-academy.org 

Celebration Assembly 

Fellah and Florence 
Finley and Willow 
Francis and Lola 

Kimberly and Orlaith 
Diva and Ellie 

Emmanuel and Olivia 
Aston and Bernie 

 

Our ‘Celebration Assembly’ takes place every 
Friday. Each week, we share the achievements 

of the children who have been chosen to     
receive a certificate for their effort or             

attainment in maths, English, subject work or 
for the demonstration of one of our PUPAC 

values (Positivity, Urgency, Passion, Aspiration 
and Commitment). 

Reading Corner 

My favourite book is … 

‘My Awesome Guide to Getting Good at Stuff‘ by 

Matthew Syed 

I love to read because … 

It is educational. It is also nice to read           

sometimes because the characters might be    

interesting or funny. 

Reading is important 

because … 

You can learn new things by 

reading. 

 

 

Amelie 



 

Additional Home Learning Opportunities 

MAKATON VIDEO LESSONS 

Over the course of the next few weeks, we are going to introduce Makaton to all of our pupils. Makaton is 
a unique language programme that uses symbols, signs and speech to enable people to communicate. It 
supports the development of essential communication skills such as attention and listening, comprehen-
sion, memory, recall and organisation of language and expression. 

As part of the process of introducing Makaton, Mrs Cherryman will be videoing two short lessons each 
week to demonstrate some of the most useful Makaton signs. These lessons will build towards full sen-
tences, songs and stories using Makaton. This week's videos focus on 'greetings and gestures' and 
'people'. 

The videos will be uploaded to each year group’s 
OneDrive every week and will be stored in a folder 
named ‘Makaton’. We would really encourage you to 
work through them with your children and have fun 
while learning a new skill! 

Live Online Lessons - Guidance for Families and Children 
 
- Children will be asked to put their cameras on and therefore, must wear suitable clothing, as should    
anyone else in the household.  
 
- Any computers used should be in appropriate, communal areas, for example, not in bedrooms. 
 
- Children will be asked to have their microphones on mute for the majority of the time but may be        
encouraged to verbally contribute where appropriate. Therefore, language must be respectful and           
appropriate, including any family members in the background.  
 
- Children are expected to listen respectfully to the lessons and will be encouraged to contribute. The 
teacher will outline the expectations at the start of the day.  
 
- Children must be in a quiet space without distractions and be reminded to listen to the teacher’s            
instructions and complete the tasks set.   
 
- Children will get the opportunity to answer and ask questions but must not interrupt the teacher. 
 
- Children will need access to a pen/pencil and paper for most lessons.   
 
- Parents may need to be available at the start of the day to set the device up. This may include assisting 
your child in helping them to know how to turn on and off their microphone, until they are familiar with 
the process. 
 
- If a child is disrupting the lesson, teachers will contact parents and discuss 
how they can be part of future lessons.  
 
- Children should not be using any device to take photos or screenshots of 
the lesson. 
 
- There will be regular breaks between lessons where the teacher will put 
the children in the ‘waiting room’ on Zoom. Please ensure that your child is 
ready at the beginning of each lesson as the lessons will start promptly. 



 

 

 

Social Media 

Facebook: White House Academy - Step 

Twitter: @STEP_WhiteHouse 

Learn more about White House Academy                    

on our brand new website:                     

www.whitehouse-academy.org 

Makaton Lessons at White House Academy 

Zones of Regulation 
 


