Friday 15th January 2021
Contact us
Phone: 01323 841615
Email: office@whitehouse-academy.org
Dear parents and carers,
I hope that you and your families are well.
Everyone at White House has been so impressed by the way that the children have
adapted so quickly to being taught remotely. They are engaging really positively with
the sessions and contributing in a range of different ways. As we continue with our
live online lessons, we will of course reflect on, refine and develop our provision, but I am so pleased that
the White House community has made such a positive start to what is clearly a very different approach to
teaching and learning.
This Friday, class teachers led their first virtual PUPAC celebration assemblies after the morning lessons had
finished. The aim of these assemblies is to reward children for consistently demonstrating our PUPAC values
of passion, urgency, positivity, aspiration and commitment across the week of live online sessions. We will
continue to share the winners in the weekly newsletter and the certificates will be emailed home every
Friday afternoon, through ParentMail, to the parents of those children who have been chosen. Look out for
some photos from today’s assembly later in the newsletter and on our Facebook Page.
With this newsletter, you will also find attached an information pack all about online safety. Within the pack
you will find a selection of useful websites for parents and carers, where you can find out more information
and advice about keeping children safe online, especially during the current lockdown. We will also be
sharing useful websites that offer information and advice for parents and carers regarding online safety
through our Facebook page.
Take care and stay safe,
Mr Drinkwater

Celebration Assembly
Luna and Zophia
Grace
Kai and Bobbi-Kara
Faye and Bonnie
Dylan and Jewel
Lily and Jamie
Alice and Lennard
Our ‘Celebration Assembly’ takes place
every Friday. Each week, we share the
achievements of the children who have
been chosen to receive a certificate for their
effort or attainment in maths, English,
subject work or for the demonstration of
one of our PUPAC values (Positivity,
Urgency, Passion, Aspiration and
Commitment).

Zones of Regulation:
Box Breathing

Online Learning
How do I access the daily live online lessons?
- Our live online lessons will continue each school day until the end of this period
of lockdown.
- The lessons can be accessed via laptops, tablets and smart phones through either
the Zoom app or your web browser.
- Instructions for joining the lessons through Zoom were sent to parents and carers via ParentMail on
Wednesday 6th January but if you would like another copy sent out to you, please do let the academy
office know.
- Whilst we try to keep these to a minimum, there may be some additional resources that support the
learning in the morning, for example a reading text, and these have been saved in the OneDrive account
for your child’s year group (the link and password for these were sent via ParentMail on Tuesday 5th
January). To find these resources, click on the LIVE ONLINE LEARNING folder and then the ONLINE
RESOURCES FOR PARENTS folder. The afternoon activities that are introduced by the teachers at the end
of the morning session are saved in the AFTERNOON ACTIVITIES folder.
- Recordings of the sessions will be available for parents to access and these are saved in the LIVE ONLINE
LEARNING in a separate folder called ONLINE LEARNING VIDEOS.
What if I cannot access the live online lessons?
- If parents are finding it difficult to access the live online lessons, we are also producing a weekly home
learning pack for children to complete instead. I would emphasise that if you are accessing the live online
lessons, you do not need to use this pack.
- The home learning packs for each week are saved in your child’s year group OneDrive account in a folder
called HOME LEARNING PACKS. If you require a paper copy of the home learning pack, please do contact
the academy office and they will be able to arrange for one to be printed for you to collect.
Remember, children only need to complete either:

The live online lessons

or

The home learning packs

but not both!

Additional Home Learning Opportunities
- We would always emphasise the importance of reading with your child/children at home. Our suggestion
is for parents to share a book with their children for around 30 minutes each day wherever possible.
- Joe Wicks will be back doing his online sessions on YouTube each Monday, Wednesday and Friday from
Monday 11th January. The link to ‘The Body Coach TV’ channel is:
https://www.youtube.com/user/thebodycoach1
- All children at White House are able to access the mathematics package ‘RM Easimaths’. RM Easimaths is
a maths programme that provides each child with learning activities matched to their need. It monitors
your child’s performance, provides support where necessary and moves them onto more complicated
tasks as they are ready. The children’s logins for this site were sent home during the first national
lockdown but if you need to check your child’s login, please do call the academy office. Instructions for
accessing RM Easimaths are given on the next page of the newsletter.

Online Maths – Easimaths
RM Easimaths is a maths programme that provides each child with learning activities matched to their need. It monitors your child’s
performance, provides support where necessary and moves them onto more complicated tasks as they are ready. Easimaths is an
internet based programme so children can access it at home.
To log into Easimaths, either search for RM Easimaths and choose the login page, or type in
https://www.rmeasimaths.com/Easimaths/Account/Login. You will then see the window below. From your child’s individual login
card, type in the username, the site id in the box after the @ and then the password. Once logged in, Easimaths will begin the maths
activities.

Celebration Assembly

Social Media
Learn more about White House Academy
on our brand new website:

www.whitehouse-academy.org

Facebook: White House Academy - Step
Twitter: @STEP_WhiteHouse

