Friday 18th December 2020
Contact us
Phone: 01323 841615
Email: office@whitehouse-academy.org
Dear Mums, Dads and Carers,
What a busy week this has been at White House Academy! On Wednesday, it was a real pleasure to host
the ’Head Teacher’s Tea Party’ for the two children in each class who had earned the most learning points
across this term. At White House, we reward the children who demonstrate great learning each day using
our bronze, silver and gold awards, and it is always a real pleasure to see how excited the children are to
share these awards with their parents and carers at the end of the day. Each of these awards earns the
children learning points and at the end of each term, these points are totalled and the children with the
highest totals are invited to the special party.
Yesterday, we had a really successful Christmas lunch (we have shared some photos in the newsletter and
on our Facebook page) and, during the afternoon, the children had a chance to watch the online
pantomime ’Jack and the Beanstalk’ starring Peter Duncan. I wanted to take this opportunity to say a huge
thank you to the wonderful Friends of White House for organising and paying for both the pantomime and
a pick-and-mix treat for all of the children.
As we come to the end of the autumn term, I wanted to let you know how proud I am of the way that our
whole school community has come together since September during such a challenging time. Thank you so
much for your continued understanding, patience and support as we try to navigate this unprecedented
period.
Have a really great (and safe) Christmas everyone,
Mr Drinkwater (Interim Head of School)

Five Finger Breathing
As part of our work on the ‘Zones of Regulation’ we have
taught the children a technique called ‘Five Finger
breathing’ to help them to calm if they feel that they are
feeling anxious or frustrated. Ask your children to tell you
all about this technique.

Dates for your diary ...
Monday 21st December to Friday 1st
January: Christmas break.
Monday 4th December: First day of the
spring term.

Social Media
Facebook: White House Academy - Step
Twitter: @STEP_WhiteHouse
Learn more about White House Academy
on our brand new website:

www.whitehouse-academy.org
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Our ‘Celebration Assembly’ takes place each Friday morning at 11.15am. Each week, we share the
achievements of the children who have been chosen to receive a certificate for their effort or
attainment in maths, English, subject work or for the demonstration of one of our PUPAC
values (Positivity, Urgency, Passion, Aspiration and Commitment).

Learning Stars
In our next ‘Spotlight’ feature, we learn more about our academy ‘Learning
Star’ rewards…
When children demonstrate great learning, they are awarded learning
stars by their class teacher and they progress from a bronze, to a silver
and then to a gold learning star. When a child achieves a gold star in a
day, they are always excited to receive one of our gold award
certificates. For each of the certificates that children are awarded, they
earn learning points and these are counted up at the end of each term.
The two children who have earned the most learning points each term are invited to
attend a special ‘Head of School’s Tea Party’ to celebrate their achievement.

Christmas Lunch 2020

Reading Corner
My favourite book is …
Horrid Henry and the Fangmangler because there is lots to read and
I like the story.
I love to read because …
It calms me down and I enjoy reading my books with mummy and daddy.
Reading is important because …
It can help you to get a good job when you are older, like a librarian or a
teacher. Reading helps me to relax.

Finley

