
 
Friday 20th November 2020 

Dear Mums, Dads and Carers, 
 

Thank you to all parents and carers who attended our first virtual parent consultations this week. The          
current situation means that we are having to manage a large number of our normal routines and            
procedures in a very different way this year but, as always, everyone adapted brilliantly. Our teachers all 
valued the opportunity to meet with parents and carers to discuss the children’s progress over the course 
of the year so far and we hope that you found your consultation appointment helpful and informative. For 
those who we were unable to speak to, class teachers will be in touch over the next few weeks to make an 
appointment to meet with you. 
 
Clear communication between school and home about children’s learning, progress and conduct is really 
important to us and that is why we are trying to share as much information with you about our children’s 
experiences at White House Academy through our new Facebook page, our weekly newsletters and of 
course through our parent consultations. For me personally, it is also great to have the opportunity to catch 
up with parents and carers at the gate each day, both before and after school. 
 
I was really pleased to see so many different brightly coloured odd socks today as we marked the end of 
Anti-Bullying Week. Since September, we have talked a lot to the children about how everyone is unique 
and special, particularly through our work on Zones of Regulation, and Odd Socks Day was an ideal           
opportunity to reinforce this key message. Later in the newsletter, you can find more information about 
our anti-bullying message and also see some photographs from Odd Socks Day. 
 
Have a great weekend everyone, 
 

Mr Drinkwater (Interim Head of School) 

Attendance Updates 

Whole school academy target: 96% 

Whole school attendance this week: 95.6% 

 

Class weekly attendance: 

Reception: 98.1%   Year 1: 95.7%   Year 2: 97.8% 

Year 3: 93.7%   Year 4: 97.5% 

Year 5: 96.5%   Year 6: 90.9% 

 

If your child is unwell and unable to attend school, 
please contact the academy office by 9.30am at the 

very latest on the day of absence and again each             
subsequent morning. As you are aware, we are cur-
rently working with our Educational Welfare Officer 

Claire Erridge to ensure our whole school attendance        
exceeds our target of 96%. 

Contact us 

Phone: 01323  841615 

Email: office@whitehouse-academy.org 

Dates for your diary ... 

Friday 11th December: Christmas Jumper 
Day 2020 

Friday 18th December: End of term 

Monday 21st December to Friday 1st         
January: Christmas break 

Mini London Marathon 

In our celebration assembly today, we were 
able to present the children with their 
amazing medals for completing the             
Mini London Marathon. Well done! 

 

 

 



 
Celebration Assembly  

               Joey   Eva 
 

            Finley K   Finley R 
  

            Bobbi Kara  Harry   
 

                  Lewis   Mia  
  

                    Masha   Oscar 
   

            Danny   Emmanuel 
 

                      Ceri   Kyela  
 

Our ‘Celebration Assembly’ takes place each Friday morning at 11.15am. Each week, we share the 
achievements of the children who have been chosen to receive a certificate for their effort or 

attainment in maths, English, subject work or for the demonstration of one of our PUPAC          
values (Positivity, Urgency, Passion, Aspiration and Commitment). 

Social Media 

Facebook: White House Academy - Step 

Twitter: @STEP_WhiteHouse 

Spotlight on Odd Socks Day 2020 
In our next ‘Spotlight’ feature, we learn more about Odd Socks Day 2020... 

Today, we encouraged our whole academy community to come into school in  
brightly coloured odd socks to mark the end of Anti-bullying Week. Odd Socks Day,  
organised by the Anti-Bullying Alliance, is designed as an opportunity to encourage 
everyone to express themselves and celebrate their individuality and what makes us             

all unique! We hope you enjoy seeing some photos from the day... 

Learn more about White House Academy                    

on our brand new website:                     

www.whitehouse-academy.org 



 

                         Reading Corner 

My favourite book is … 
Harry Potter because the description in it makes me feel like I’m at 

Hogwarts - it’s really magical. The time I read all the books, the stories stayed 

With me for a long time after I turned the final page. 

 
 

I love to read because … 
It takes me away to a different place. Everything on my mind goes away and then it’s just me and 

my book. Sometimes the book holds a mystery and it makes me want to keep reading to find out the 

secret behind that mystery. Reading makes me happy. 

 

Reading is important because … 
I helps you escape. You can also find out so many more words to help you write stories and sometimes, 

you can even learn a different language.  Reading keeps you imagining for hours. It’s also important 

because you can learn so much from reading both fiction and non-fiction.   

          Imogen 

COVID-19 
This is a reminder that any child who has been asked to isolate because they have been in close contact 
with someone who has tested positive for COVID-19, whether they are a pupil from Hailsham Community 
College or any other school or college, must not come into contact with anybody outside their home and 
therefore should not be present on our school grounds at any point during their isolation period. 
 
A link to the NHS guidance for those who are isolating is below: 
https://www.nhs.uk/conditions/coronavirus-covid-19/self-isolation-and-treatment/when-to-self-isolate-
and-what-to-do/ 

Thank you for playing your part with supporting the whole school community with this. 

Anti-Bullying Week  2020 

This week, in one of our virtual assemblies, we explore the subject 
of bullying. We focused on our understanding of the term 
‘bullying’ and explored how this is different from somebody being 
mean. The children learnt that bullying is intentional, hurtful and 
happens more than once, even when you ask the person to stop or 
show that you are upset. 
 
As part of the assembly, we talked about how there are a four main types of bullying: 
- Verbal bullying is the repeated, negative use of speech, sign language, or verbal gestures to                     
intentionally hurt others. 
- Indirect bullying is the repeated, negative use of actions, which are neither physical nor verbal, to            
intentionally hurt others e.g. spreading rumours or purposefully excluding another person. 
- Physical bullying is the repeated, negative use of body contact to intentionally hurt others. 
- Cyberbullying is the repeated, negative use of technology to intentionally hurt others e.g. posting             
unwanted pictures or messages, accessing another person’s account without permission, creating fake 
accounts to impersonate or harass someone, and sharing other people’s private  information online.  
 
Finally, we emphasised the importance of talking to a trusted adult if anyone were concerned that they 
were being bullied. 

https://www.nhs.uk/conditions/coronavirus-covid-19/self-isolation-and-treatment/when-to-self-isolate-and-what-to-do/
https://www.nhs.uk/conditions/coronavirus-covid-19/self-isolation-and-treatment/when-to-self-isolate-and-what-to-do/

