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Attendance updates 

Whole school academy target: 96% 

Whole school attendance this week: 94.3% 

 

Class weekly attendance: 

Reception: 100%   Year 1: 90%   Year 2: 86%   Year 3: 93%   Year 4: 93% 

Year 5: 100%   Year 6: 100% 

 

If your child is unwell and unable to attend school, please contact the academy office by 9.30am 

at the very latest on the day of absence and again each subsequent morning. 

 

As you are aware, we are currently working with our Educational Welfare Officer Claire Erridge     
to ensure our whole school attendance exceeds our target of 96%. 

Dear Mums, Dads and Carers, 
 

It is a real pleasure to be writing my first full newsletter to you as the Interim Head of School at White 
House Academy. We should all - pupils, parents/carers and staff - be very proud of the development of 
our academy over the last few years and I am very excited to be leading the school in the next stage of 
its journey.  
 

I wanted to start by saying how proud we are of the positive way that all of our children have returned to 
school over the course of the last week and a half. All staff have commented on the superb conduct that 
the children are consistently demonstrating and the passion that they are showing for their learning. It 
has been fantastic to see the whole school community together again. I would also like to thank parents 
and carers for their understanding and support as we have introduced revised routines and procedures 
to minimise the risk of COVID-19. Everyone adapted incredibly well to the changes that we have made. 
 

One of the highlights of the week has been welcoming our new Reception families to the academy for 
their meeting with the teachers and for their first sessions as part of their staggered entry into school. 
The children have settled in to life at our academy incredibly well and are enjoying exploring the areas of 
learning within our Reception classroom.    
 

Finally, it is important that we remember that we still have to be alert to the dangers of COVID –19. We 
continue to require families to socially distance at drop-off/collection times and we would also remind         
families that it should only be one adult that comes on site with their child. 
 
Have a great weekend and I look forward to seeing you all next week. 
 
 



Celebration Assembly  

      Year 1:  Dexter   Cody  
  

   Year 2:  Sophie                  Harry    
 

         Year 3:  Filips                   Kayden  
  

           Year 4:  Zane         Chloe  
   

   Year 5:  Finley S      Finley E  
 

             Year 6:  Evie                  George  

 

Our ‘Celebration Assembly’ takes place each Friday afternoon at 2.40pm. Each week, we share 
the achievements of the children who have been chosen to receive a certificate for their effort or 

attainment in maths, English, subject work or for the demonstration of one of our PUPAC          
values (Positivity, Urgency, Passion, Aspiration and Commitment). 

Keep in touch with Twitter, Facebook and the website 

@STEP_WhiteHouse 

Phoenix and White House Academies, Hailsham 

Spotlight on Year 6 
In our first ‘Spotlight’ feature, Aston from Year 6 talks about his thoughts 
and feelings about being back at school … 
 

Coming back to school for the first week has been amazing. It has been fun 
seeing everyone again and learning. It feels good to be with everyone. 
 

How has school changed? 

School has changed a lot because of COVID-19. Every bubble now has their own section on the              
playground and bubbles come in and out of the school at different times. We wash our hands a lot and 
our assemblies are now done online (we watch them on our classroom screen). I also like how we have 
folders to put some of our work in. 
 

How does it feels to be in Year 6? 

Year 6 is really fun. It feels quite different to being in Year 5, especially after missing lots of learning in 
Year 5 due to COVID-19. Year 6 is going to be challenging because of all the learning that we will be       
doing. Some people might feel worried about SATs, but I’m excited. 
 

How do I feel about being back at school? 

I feel happy and overjoyed that we’re back. It’s amazing to be here with everyone. I’m amazed how well 
everyone is doing after being off for five months! 



                         Reading Corner 

My favourite book is … 

The Last Man Alive by A.S. Neill. 
 

I love to read because … 

It helps me to learn new things. I’ve learnt many new  

words and lots about different places and different times. 
 

Reading is important because … 

It is something that I can do on my own and it helps me to feel calm and relaxed.  

      Anthony, Year 4 

 

Conduct at White House Academy 
At White House Academy, we place great importance on all children demonstrating excellent         

conduct so that that they can be as successful as possible in their learning. We are extremely proud 

that visitors to the academy often comment on the great conduct and the politeness that our         

children consistently show.  

Great conduct is so important to being successful in school. It allows the children to focus on        

shifting the knowledge and skills that they are learning in class into their long-term memory so that 

they can use and apply this automatically. We believe that it is really important to reward the         

children for great learning and to share our pupil’s successes with parents and carers. We have a 

number of ways of doing this: 

 Learning stars. When children demonstrate  great learning, they are awarded learning stars by 

their class teacher and they progress from a bronze, to a silver and then to a gold learning star. 

When a child achieves a gold star in a day, they are always excited to receive one of our gold 

award certificates. 

 Celebration assembly. Each week, teachers will choose two pupils from their class who deserve        

special recognition for their great learning, for their exceptional progress or for consistently  

demonstrating our school PUPAC values (Positivity, Urgency, Passion, Aspiration and Commit-

ment). These certificates are presented in a special celebration assembly every Friday. 


